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Canadian Thanksgiving has come and 

gone. Unlike last year, where winter arrived early 
in Calgary, Thanksgiving weather was very 

nice this year. We drove to Edmonton to visit my 
brothers and the weather was ideal for our drive 
both ways. | hope that the weather holds until the 
first weekend in November so we can attend the 
Edmonton Coin Club fall show. 


On the way back from Edmonton, we decided to 
take a detour to Camrose to check out a few 
leads | had on wooden nickels. Although | did not 
get as much verification as | originally hoped for | 
was successful in identifying two previously 
unknown wooden tokens. The first was issued in 
2004 by the Jaywalkers Jamboree to celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of the Jaywalker Jamboree 
where they close main street for a fair like 
festival. The wooden token says "worth 50 cents" 
in the center and "value @ participating 
downtown business" around the rim on the 
obverse "City Center Camrose" in the center and 
"Celebrating 50 years of jaywalking" around the 
rim on the reverse. Questioning of individual 
involved with the committee led me to the second 
previously unknown wood. This token was issued 
in 2003 by a local cafe. The wood has "coffee, 
tea, gifts" in a half circle and "FIONA'S, Main 
Street, CAMROSE" on the obverse and "GOOD 
FOR 1 CUP OF COFFEE" around the rim and a 
coffee cup in the center of the reverse. Both 
woods are black/black and are the standard 

size. The Fiona's wood also exists with a drilled 
hole to be sold as a keepsake. | obtained enough 
of each wood, but not the holed version of Fiona's 
wood. for future distribution with Timber Talk. 


As | have said, we have just celebrated our 
Canadian Thanksgiving and by the time you read 
this it will be less than two months to 

Christmas. It is now time to order our wooden 
Christmas cards and it is also time for anyone 
else who wishes to issue wooden Christmas cards 
to contact your supplier if you have not already 
done so. When you issue a wooden Christmas 
card | request you advise your editor with details 
of number issued, manufacturer etc along with 
details of availability if you wish to make them 
available to other collectors. If you choose to 
donate a Christmas or other wood to Timber Talk | 
am pleased to announce that our membership 


L has stabilized at the point where we require 100 


woods each month to provide everyone with a 
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free wood. 


Fall is also the time to renew your memberships in all 
the clubs, including CAWMC, and | encourage you to 
fill in the renewal forms as soon as you receive them. 
We hope to include renewal forms both with the hard 
copies and the electronic copies of Timber Talk. 


In closing, | would like to remind you again that Timber 
Talk is the life line of our hobby and | continue to ask 
on behalf of our editor that you take a few minutes 
and write a short article for inclusion in the bulletin. 
The article could be on how you started collecting 
wood, your favourite wood, how you discovered a new 
wood or a request for assistance in identifying a wood 
in your collection. If anyone wishes to contact me on 
any isSue you can reach me by mail at Al Munro, Box 
2643 Station M, Calgary, Alberta, Canada, T2P 

3C1, by phone at 403-273-6133 or by email at 
wood5dcents@shaw.ca. Good collecting to everyone. 


Al Munro 


Bob Lenz was cleaning out an area of his house when 
he discovered 44mm round wood with silver ink both 
sides, and its 11mm thick, for 1976 International 
Plowing Match Bruce, ref. Norm’s Cat. # 5000-002. 
Then at the Oct. 12th Waterloo Coin Society meeting 
he won the Pirate’s Treasure and in the 162 lot was a 
1955 round 38mm wood with red ink both sides to 
celebrate Soo Locks Centennial, ref. Norm’s Cat. 

#5 780-001. See below: 
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Some Interesting Woods to Ponder... 





Your Editor received her 





October 2010 Sports ¥* 
CANADIAN Illustrated which has a Mickey 
ASSOCIATION multi-page spread to vee 
Ba honour Mickey Mantle. uate 
This lead to wondering if Outfield 
there are MM woods out — 
Yankees 


there someplace, and 
this is what was found: 
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These references are from Norm Belsten’s 
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Bob Aaron r/r Rd 5900-159A 
Markham Village b/b Rd 5506-001 
Moose Jaw is 7530-048 Prince 
George Chamber of Commerce Dec 
2000 $3 is Spruce Dollar SD152 
Gold Nugget Motel is 9900-001 
Stratford Corner Shoppe 1998 one 
of series issued 1997-2000, this 
one is 5876-175 

Kootenay Pirates B.C. wooden 
nickel Happy Geocaching a new one 
not yet listed. 


catalogue. 
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Free Wood of the Month Courtesy of 
Art Stephenson 


Here is the free wood for Nov. TT. 500 issued in 2003 (we have 
about 100+ for our CAWMC membership) red obverse, black/blue 
reverse 45mm in dia. 5076-010. These were issued by CAWMC member 
Art Stephenson (deceased January 27th, 2009 in his 61st year). 
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SOME VARIETIES OF WOODS ISSUED 








Promoting Your Hobby 
submitted by Dave Gillespie 








Short on ideas for Christmas? Have 
you ever considered giving a one 
year C.A.W.M.C. membership to a 
friend or relative for Christmas, a 
Birthday or just for no special reason? 
Our President/Treasurer, Al Munro 
would be happy to process your 
application for a new membership. 
That new member could begin 
receiving Timber Talk in January along 
with the free woods !!! 











Some confusion comes when you think you have the wood but the colours don’t match, this is 
because there are different woods made using the same design. It can also be that a wood was 
issued in different sizes, colours or design. Below | will show a few examples. 


DE 
JEAN 
RICARD 
1904 





The three obverses are all red, then on the common reverse JOYEUX NOEL is green and the name and 
date red, all issued in 1984, 38mm dia. Another Christmas issue with ( ten different ) designs of 
which | will show a few. 





The Santa is red. The next wood has a green wreath with red berries and 
bow. The mother and child wood is blue. On the last shown obverse, the 
wreath and child is purple. The common reverse is red. All are 38mm dia. 


Norm Belsten LM C45 
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Remember to send Norm a scan of any Christmas wood you issue 
for December 2010 season. 
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THE 90TH BIRTHDAY WOOD OF GEORGE FRASER 
by John Regitko, CAWMC Member #265 


Family members and a group of friends of George Fraser were invited to attend a reception on Saturday, May 26, 2001 to celebrate his 
9Oth birthday. A number of collectors were invited to attend the surprise party. My wife (Monina) and | presented him with 100 woods 
which were passed out to everyone at the gathering, with a number left over to pass on to others who were not in attendance. Norm 
Belsten manufactured 150 pieces of the wooden tokens. Fifty pieces were retained by me for passing out to members of the Southern 
Ontario Chapter of CAWMC and others. 


Present at the reception were George Fraser’s 2 sons, John and Rick, and 2 daughters, Karen and Fern. George and wife, Doris, 7 
grandchildren and 2-1/2 great grandchildren (that’s 2 great grandchildren with another on the way). George’s two brothers were also in 
attendance. George, an avid wooden nickel collector, has been involved with the hobby for over 40 years. He started looking at this 
change around 1967 when he owned a taxi and kept the saved silver dollars and 50 cent pieces in a piggy bank, which paid for annual 
vacations year after year. George was heavily involved with the hobby. He was bourse chairman at the ONA Convention in 1982 in 
Toronto and display judge in 1983 in Peterborough, also for the ONA. As well, he has served as bourse chairman for the CNA Convention 
in 1984. He was also a member of the Executive of CPMS and treasurer of the North York Coin Club in 1976. He received recognition 
from the CPMS for his outstanding dedication and service in 1983 in the form of a plaque that hangs on the wall of his suite at the nurs- 
ing home, alongside a number of Richmond Hill Coin Club and TICF Exhibit awards from the 1980s (including a TICF “Best of Show” 
award plaque dated November, 1988). Another plaque, dated December 12, 1985, was received in recognition of his length of service 
in the North York Coin Club. His wall is also filled with certificates of appreciation, including a number when he served on the CNA’s Coin 
Week Committee in the 1980s and for when he set up displays at Toronto-area libraries during the same event. He was honored with 
the prestigious “Fellow of the ONA” Award in 1994. George also served as bourse chairman for the Toronto International Coin Fair in the 
1980s, then Canada’s largest coin show, when it was owned/operated by me. He even received a Strip-O-Gram, tastefully delivered at a 
TICF Reception, when he retired as its bourse chairman. 


Today (August 2008), at age 97, he still attends meetings of the North York Coin Club. 
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Copy of Norm Belsten’s artwork for George Fraser’s 9Oth Scan of the actual token. Note the dashes between “1911 - 
commemorative birthday token. Note this original artwork did May 26 - 2001” which, it was felt, gives it not only better 
not contain dashes between “1911 May 26, 2001.” balance, but makes the date easier to digest in one’s mind. 


There is only one thing wrong with the woods that 
Monina and | had made up: it has the date of May 26 
on it, the day of the reception. George’s actual date of 
birth is May 24. | was not aware of this until the 
woods had been handed out. This mistake was 
actually copied on a wood made for his 95th birthday, 
except the “6” was crossed out and a “4” 
handwritten beside it (right). 

















At a special birthday gathering for George 
Fraser on the occasion of his 9Oth birthday 
celebration, Jonn and Monina Regitko presented 
him with a limited-edition wooden nickel souvenir 
token. 


Norm Belsten of Norm’s Hot Stamping 
Wooden Nickels manufactured 150 pieces, of 
which 100 were presented to George for 
distribution to his relatives and friends. 


The balance of 50 were retained by John and 
Monina for presentation to their numismatic 
friends who would appreciate adding a copy of 
the special commemorative wooden token to 


their numismatic collection. 


Happy collecting! 


John & Monina 





Rather than handing out loose wooden tokens to collectors that did not 
receive them at the reception, a pamphlet was created by John Regitko for 
distribution of the spare woods to numismatists. Actual size of card is 4-1/4” WITH OU R 


wide x 5-1/2” high. 
COMPLIMENTS 


George’s granddaughters arranged to print a quantity of “90 Years Young” | 


notes (below). The special serial number begins with ”"GF9O” and ends with | \ 
“2001.” Repeated in the background on the note is “Happy 9Oth Birthday | | 
Granddad.” The back of the note is identical to the face. Th 


Da Gey go1M BIRTHDAY CRANDDAD « HAPPY SOTH GIRTHDAY tgs gme 

4APPY 901K BIRTHIDA hy 90TH! BIRTHDAY GRAN. | : 
a 
"HA 


The two panels of the inside (above) include a write-up on the left side and 
one of the wooden tokens in a 2x2 plastic holder on the right side. The front 
cover (right) contains the line drawing of one side of Norm Belsten’s original 
artwork. 


HM DIRFTHVOAY GR4aAN DOAD + 11AP nel atest, y 
@oTH BIRTHDAY GRANDDAD «= HAPPY GOTH BIRTHDAY CRAM 
4APPY SOTH BIRTHDAY CRANDDAGD = HAPPY 90TH BIRTH : é 
"HE BIRTHUOUAY GRA esp otea oo = PA ey oT BIR THOAY ik 30TH : ra 
JAY GRANODAD = HAPPY SOTH Ferre ioAYr GRANIAL . Pa 
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John & Monina Regitko 
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Getting the painting done 


So who holds the World Largest Wooden Nickel record for sure as of 2010? 
Even Ripley’s Believe it or not cannot decide....is it in Texas? 





Each year this giant Wooden Nickel (13ft 4in diameter, 2,500 Ibs) gets 
resurfaced and dedicated to a different non-profit organization (for example 





Tom Auer ; the 2004 was dedicated to Lions International and 2002 was Boy Scouts of 
Robert Spraggin y 
mete Es ue US Army Ret Ca anlar GplLois Data America). This year the World's Largest Wooden Nickel is in July 2007 
Ghost 1 Cav {Cay Dw Fisher House 89 Cay 389 Cal dedicated to "Support Our Troops" 65 years since 1942 magazines 
{stermored Di 2/8 Cal Fundraiser {Oth Min (0h. ~~ Supporting the victory of a safe return of our troops. Courtesy of Wooden 


Nickel Historical Museum, Texas. 





\s Johnson County's Largest 





-| Courtesy of Steve Nicoles, Reporter, KCRG News, May 2006 


_| IOWA CITY - Some Johnson County people are refusing to give up their fight against 

| the county supervisors. People living along Newport and Prairie Du Chien roads and 
Dubuque Street are upset with the supervisors. The county approved plans to im- 
prove traffic in their neighbourhood by raising the speed limit. The group protesting 
the changes to Newport road has printed t-shirts and posters. They have made flags 
and even a cannon. But this latest attempt to sway voters outweighs everything else. 











Jim Glasgow has spent six months sawing his latest project. He said, “I don't know if 
| could think of anything more dramatic to do." He is still several days from finishing 
this masterpiece. Glasgow said, “The inking is actually easier than the carving." 
When it's done, it will be the world’s largest wooden nickel 16 feet-3 inches in di- 
ameter. It weighs 4,000 pounds. Glasgow is not so much interested in inking his 
name into the record books. He has a more serious mission. Glasgow said, 
“Hopefully this will get people out to vote in the supervisor's election." Glasgow, and 
many others living on Dubuque Street, Prairie Du Chien Road and Newport Road 

} want leaders that will not renovate a road in their neighbourhood. He says his group 
is called the ‘Newport Gang.’ Glasgow said, “What the supervisors of Johnson 
County are giving us is not worth a wooden nickel." 


Wooden nickels came about in the 1930's. When banks failed they gave people 

»| wood coins as a kind of l-owe-you. Now the Newport Gang is ready to cash in the 
world's largest check. And Glasgow hopes to drill home his metaphor as voters head 
to the polls. The wooden nickel will be on display on Dubuque Street by Memorial 
Day. The current world's largest wooden nickel is at the wooden nickel historical 

*| museum in San Antonio. It is 13 feet four inches in diameter or three feet smaller 
__| than Glasgow's nickel. 
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% es Money Jokes courtesy of Michael Pound, Financial Advisor 


7 14 
Pes : 























'| The most successful investor was Noah. He floated stock, while everything around him 
Me) went into liquidation. 


| FiFnancial Jokes - Making Money 
F Q: How to make a million in the stock market? 
wl! A: Start with two! 


<<In a down market, where the Employees and the Management money go. 


Russian Wooden Rouble Story 


Where and when was the first terminology "wooden currency" created? There are so many 
claims to the answer to this question. For example, according to www.englishrussia.com the 
origin was Russia. It was popular to call “wooden” the Russian money among Russian people, 
meaning that the value of it is far from the value of gold. It is not so widely used these days, but 
was pretty popular before. Still, they decided to put the monument for the “wooden rouble”. 


During the Gorbachev reforms and the tumult of the 1990s, the rouble lost much of its value, 
prompting Russians to refer to it bitterly as the “wooden rouble”. After the fall of the USSR, the 
U.S. dollar became widespread throughout Russia, and was used as the unofficial currency for 
cash savings and paying large sums of money. As Russia’s economy recovered, so did the rou- 
ble’s reputation. In 2004 a five-meter tall monument to the rouble was erected in the city of 
Dimitrovgrad, in the south-west of Russia. Modern Russian banknotes are notable for their lack 
of portraits, instead showing Russia’s landmarks. 
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Wow, in visiting Tasmanian Numismatic Society newsletter archives, | was surprised to see a Tasmanian Numismatist Vol. 10, Issue 5, Apr. 2005 
article “in memory of the late Jerry Remick” featured and praising his many articles along with these woods below, somehow they made their way 
to Australia! 
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Chips from my Woodpile .... Dave (note wood scans P&B woods are from Norm Belsten) 





In my last article regarding the “World’s Largest Wooden Nickel’, if you were thinking that it was to 
commemorate the 50th Wedding Anniversary (1945-1995) of Glenn and Mildred Rodgers, you were 






just found or he had some information about a wood and tracked it down. 
chance]!! or does Digger have a hidden talent and skill ?? Let me 
explain. At the August meeting of the Southern Ontario Chapter, 
Norm Belsten showed us the picture of a newly discovered wood 
















printed in black, and advertised “Pel*S*T*O*L & BURNES” Coffee | 
Shop located at Seymour and Pender Streets, Vancouver, B.C. As it 
happened, Carolyn and | were flying to Vancouver on August 20 to 
board a ship, Alaska bound the next day. Soon after arriving in 
Vancouver, we walked a dozen or so blocks to the intersection of Seymour and Pender Streets. The sun 
was shining and the fresh air was welcomed after the flight but no coffee shop was in sight. | asked the 
bartender in the pub / bar on the corner about the coffee shop named “PeleSeT*OeL & BURNES”. He 
said that he had worked in the bar for some time but never heard of the coffee shop. Back at our hotel, | 
put on my Sherlock Holmes hat and checked the local telephone directory but again a dead end. The 
following morning, before leaving our hotel, | stumbled across a Yellow Pages Directory and found the 
name “PeleSeTeOeL & BURNES” but it’s location was in Ladner (hwy 17) and the hotel staff advised me 
that the address was outside of Vancouver. | am following up on this information with a letter and will 
keep you posted, that is, if | receive a reply. 














‘Til next time ...... Let the Chips lie where they fall. 






As your Editor works for a foodservice distributor, she is familiar with this organic supplier, so here's 
some information from family-operated and Canadian owned PeleSeTeOeL & BURNES Coffee who 
product is in several independent coffee shops in Western Canada, http://pistolandburnes.com/about/ 
company : 


In 1994, Roy Hardy, the owner, established relationships with farmers in Guatemala, Nicaragua and 
Mexico. He continues these personal relationships and travels to their countries to work and educate the 
farmers and to buy their green coffee. Roy is continually seeking new relationships with farmers in other 
coffee producing countries. 










Theodore Pistol came from a Italian family with three generations of experience of blending and roasting 
coffee. Unlike many newcomers to the coffee business, Pistol grew up understanding that the taste of the 
beans was not in the roast structure but in the single origin bean. The roaster’s job is to draw out the 
unique character of each green bean. Pistol painstakingly developed a roasting system so precise that it 
guarantees consistency from day to day, season to season and year to year. This system takes into 
account critical variables affecting the acidity, flavour and body of our coffees. P&B monitor barometric 
pressure, ambient air temperature, the density of the bean and the method of processing, whether 
water-washed or naturally processed with the sun’s help. This precision also makes Pistol’s technique 
sensitive to individual bean varietals so that roasting brings out the full flavor of any bean, whether it’s 
from Guatemala, Nicaragua or Mexico. In short, Pistol developed a formula for brewing a better cup of 
coffee, every time. 



























Of course, to brew a better cup you need to roast the best beans. That’s 
where Rudolph Burnes enters the picture. His seafaring family had long 
been in the business of travelling the globe in search of superior high 
grown arabica beans. These beans make the best coffee in the world. And 
to this day they are still the only beans P&B roast to Theodore Pistol’s 
precise formulation. 












PeleSeTeO*eL & BURNES Coffee & Teahouse 
(Headquarters, Coffee, Teahouse and Roastery) 

10-8005 Alexander Road (and old village Ladner Trunk Road) 

Delta, British Columbia, Canada, V4G 1C6, Phone: (604) 946-7303, 
Contact: Roy Hardy 
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Coffee & Teahouses in Nanaimo, Mission, Delta, specializing in first 
organic coffee. They also do office coffee services, and hotel room coffee 
stations. Also fundraisers like for Delta Secondary School. 











‘Tsawwassen 
Indian Reser 








